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Thank, you v e r y much, President Kirwan. Good morning and 
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n t o the graduates. 
I t i s indeed a p r i v i l e g e and pleasure f o r me t o have the chance 
to be here. I would l i k e t o j u s t echo a couple remarks which 
Pr e s i d e n t Kirwan made. One i s that he i s t r u l y , as a matter of 
f a c t t h a t i s an understatement, he i s more than a pas s i n g 
b a s k e t b a l l f a n . You co u l d put h i s p i c t u r e next t o the word 
f a n a t i c f o r b a s k e t b a l l and i t would be very a p p r o p r i a t e . 
I a l s o want t o b r i n g your a t t e n t i o n to the f a c t that I t a l k e d to 
Pre s i d e n t Kirwan about g i v i n g me a short, simple and p l a i n 
i n t r o d u c t i o n . And I t o l d him that I was going t o have you 
evaluate him on h i s c o a c h a b i l i t y . He i s c l e a r l y someone that 
loves a t h l e t i c s and education but i n the area of c o a c h a b i l i t y he 
made have f a l l e n j u s t a b i t short t h i s morning. 
You know, i t ' s amazing, as I t h i n k about graduation. I t ' s a day 
of r e j o i c i n g and c e l e b r a t i o n not only f o r you, the graduate, but 
fo r your f a m i l y , your spouses and your f r i e n d s and f o r your other 
supporters. And i t t r u l y should be a day f o r joyous c e l e b r a t i o n 
and r e j o i c i n g . You've accomplished a tremendous goal and t h i s i s 
probably a high-water mark i n your l i f e — h o p e f u l l y one of many 
high-water marks. 
I t ' s i r o n i c t o me that j u s t two years ago I sat where you s i t 
now, ready t o r e c e i v e my bachelors degree i n marketing a f t e r 
t a k i n g the long, c i r c u i t o u s route t o a degree when I postponed 
that by going t o the NBA back i n 1982. As I t h i n k back to that 
day, a l o t of emotions overwhelm me, tha n k s g i v i n g , g r a t i t u d e , 
excitement, j o y . And because i t ' s been o n l y two years, when 
Pre s i d e n t Kirwan c a l l e d me a couple of months ago and asked me t o 
speak at commencement, I don't t h i n k I reponded w i t h an 
i n f i r m a t i v e r i g h t away because I was i n shock. I mean two years 
ago, almost t o t h i s day, I graduated, and then P r e s i d e n t Kirwan 
i s c a l l i n g me t h i s f a l l t o speak at the commencement. 
And i t overwhelmed me a b i t to the q u i t e honest. I wondered i f I 
would even be ready to meet that k i n d of challenge. And as the 
days continued to move by and get c l o s e r t o t h i s day, my a n x i e t y 
grew. And grew. And I was threatened t o be completely 
overwhelmed by the magnitude of t h i s t h i n g . When I t o l d my 
f a m i l y and f r i e n d s I had been asked t o t h i s and I had agreed t o 
do i t , they even heightened my a n x i e t y because they got so pumped 
up about i t . Because i t was such a b i g d e a l . And as I thought 
about i t , i t i s a tremendous p r i v i l e g e and gr e a t , great s p e c i a l 
honor. But as I thought about t h a t , the b u t t e r f l i e s s t a r t e d 
coming a l o t more and a l o t heavier. And when that happens i n my 
l i f e I go t o two sources. I can seek and f i n d solace f o r my 
s p i r i t from two sources --the word of God, the B i b l e , and my 
w i f e , Rosie, of 15 years. 
So as I looked at the world of God there were two passages t h a t 
came to mind as I contemplated being the commencement speaker. 
One deals w i t h the issue of g i v i n g and was w r i t t e n by P a u l . And 
i t t a l k s about the i d e a - - a c t u a l l y , I ' l l quote the s c r i p t u r e . I t 
says b a s i c a l l y t h i s , when the w i l l i n g n e s s i s there whatever g i f t 
you have i s acceptable based on what you have, not what you don't 
have. 
And as I thought about commencement speakers from the p e r s p e c t i v e 
t h a t I g i v e commencement speakers, i t was t y p i c a l l y someone t h a t 
had been u n b e l i e v a b l y accomplished i s education or business o r 
the a r t s or government. I t was somebody that probably was a 
l i t t l e more seasoned i n the issues and challenges of l i f e than 
me. I t t y p i c a l l y would, q u i t e f r a n k l y . , be somebody a l i t t l e 
o l d e r than me. I know at 37 I may seem ancient to some of the 
graduates here but by and la r g e I don't l i k e t o look at myself 
t h a t way. But as I thought about that and thought about why I 
d i d n ' t q u a l i f y , i f President Kirwan and other f o l k s at the 
U n i v e r s i t y thought enough of me t o share of my experience, then, 
c l e a r l y , t h e r e was something that maybe I have to o f f e r . And i t 
d i d n ' t have to do w i t h what s t a t u r e I d i d n ' t have but what by the 
grace of God I had achieved and been through i n my l i f e . 
Another passage that came to mind was w r i t t e n by Solomon i n the 
Book of E c c l i a s t i c e s . "The race doesn't always go t o the s w i f t 
or the b a t t l e always to the strong. Nor does food come to the 
wise, o r weath t o the b r i l l i a n t or favor t o the learned, but time 
and chance happen to us a l l . " And as much as we l i k e t o e x p l a i n 
every s i n g l e s i t u a t i o n t h a t t r a n s p i r e s i n our l i v e s , as much as 
we l i k e t o have a handle, a d i f i n i t i v e handle, on ev e r y t h i n g we 
encounter, guess what, sometimes there i s no r e a l c l e a r cut 
answer. I mean I t h i n k the NBA lockout i s a case i n p o i n t f o r 
those who f o l l o w NBA b a s k e t b a l l . I t ' s hard t o f i g u r e out why 
there's no agreement. Well i n t h i s case I t h i n k time and chance 
happened t o me f o r t h i s s p e c i a l p r i v i l e g e and o p p o r t u n i t y . And 
I'm extremely t h a n k f u l t o have a chance t o be here. 
The other element I mentioned i n terms of seeking s o l a c e f o r my 
s p i r i t whenever I am t r o u b l e d i s o b v i o u s l y my w i f e . When she 
sensed my a n x i e t y about speaking she s a i d , "Clark, you need to 
t h i n k of i t from t h i s p e r s p e c t i v e , One, you and I have been 
together f o r over 19 years. We have been married f o r over 15. 
In a l l that time you have been a good f r i e n d , a good f a t h e r f o r 
our three c h i l d r e n , a good husband -- I was hoping she would use 
the words e x c e l l e n t -- but she chose the word good f o r some 
reason. But she s a i d good i n those area. And t h a t i s t o be 
h i g h l y commended. "You've always been b l e t o take care of a l l of 
our needs, You've met even most of our wants." My grandfather 
t o l d me a long time ago when you get married you take care of 
your w i f e s needs and some of her wants. Well, I've been able to 
take care of not o n l y her needs but more than some of her wants. 
And I t h i n k God f o r t h a t . 
And she s a i d , "In doing that your've a l s o had a chance t o be 
generous to other s . W e l l , those t h i n g s are h i g h l y commendable 
and I t h i n k they q u a l i f y you t o be asked t o be the commencement 
speaker." But she s a i d , "the most remarkable t h i n g that I t h i n k 
may set you apart, may d i f f e r e n t i a t e you a l i t t l e b i t , i s that 
you've been able t o do a l l of t h a t l e g a l l y and e t h i c a l l y without 
the b e n e f i t of of ever having had a r e a l job." She s a i d , "Boy 
you haven't worked a day i n your l i f e . " And you know, I haven't, 
I haven't. Because I went from student a t h l e t e t o NBA p l a y e r . I 
went from NBA p l a y e r t o TV commentator. And I can't have more 
fun i n my work than I have had. And i t t r u l y a b l e s s i n g t o have 
work that you enjoy, you don't even consider being work. 
I've o n l y got a few more minutes and I j u s t want t o b r i n g t h i n g s 
t o a c l o s e . But I want t o t a l k about the l i f e c y c l e that the 
graduates are i n r i g h t now. I t v a r i e s . This i s a d i v e r s e group. 
And I a l s o want t o compliment you on your c r e a t i v i t y . There are 
some wonderful l o o k i n g hats out there. And i t ' s n i c e t o see that 
k i n d of c r e a t i v i t y . But everybody i s i n a d i f f e r e n t stage i n 
t h e i r l i f e c y c l e . Those behind me, those here i n the arena, 
those t h a t are graduates. You could be s i n g l e and job hunting. 
You c o u l d be contemplating marriage and job hunting. You could 
be newly married and job hunting. You could be o l d fogey married 
and j ob hunting, p o s s i b l y . You could be al r e a d y on the career 
path of your choice. You could be enhancing your career path 
r i g h t now. You could be i n some other s t a t e of adjustment or 
t r a n s i t i o n . 
But I t h i n k one of the challenges that I know I face and I t h i n k 
that we a l l face i s somehow t r y i n g t o balance what we do w i t h who 
and what we are and who and what we are becoming. 
And t h a t ' s kinda the d i r e c t i o n I would l i k e to go i n my remaining 
time. Achievement and s t a t u s , i s very much h i g h l y valued and 
h i g h l y esteemed i n our c u l t u r e and i n a l o t cases h i g h l y 
compensated. We can debate pros and cons of that a l l day. That 
i s a d i s c u s s i o n f o r another time. But I t h i n k there i s great 
danger i n a l l o w i n g whatever we do t o d e f i n e who we are. I 
r e a l i z e t h a t i s a t h i n l i n e . But I read a book c a l l e d "Grace 
Works" by Dudley H a l l a few years ago. And he put i t t h i s way: 
"Our l i v e s are most f u l l and s a t i s f y i n g when being d e f i n e s 
doing." Not the other way around. Our nature, our inherent 
nature d e f i n e s character. We are created uniquely and 
wo n d e r f u l l y made. We have d i f f e r e n t g i f t s and a b i l i t i e s and 
t a l e n t s . And we're most f u l f i l l e d when we operate i n agreement 
w i t h our nature i n regards t o the things we do.. 
And I j u s t want t o po i n t out an i l l u s t r a t i o n t o maybe d r i v e that 
home a l i t t l e b i t . Back i n 1984 my wi f e and I got a dog, a 
German shepard. He l i v e d f o r twelve years and we f i n a l l y have t o 
put him t o sl e e p i n 1996. We waited about a year before we got 
another pet and my daughter decided she wanted a hamster. Well, 
we got a l i t t l e hamster i n A p r i l ; of 1998. So we've had i t a 
l i t t l e over a h a l f a year. And I love the l i t t l e hamster. Her 
name i s Amy and I ' l l s i t there some n i g h t s j u s t watching her, 
c r a w l i n g around i n her cage, going through her tubes, chewing on 
her water b o t t l e . And as I watch her I t h i n k "Boy, I wish she 
c o u l d be l i k e C r u i s e r , our dog." I wish I c o u l d p u l l her out of 
t h i s cage, l e t her run around. And I wish I c o u l d teach her how 
to come when I c a l l her and how t o l a y down next t o me, how to 
bark on command. And I s i t there and t h i n k , "Boy, i t would be 
great i f I c o u l d do t h a t . " But you know what. Amy's nature i s 
that of a l i t t l e r a t . So no matter how much I would l i k e to make 
her bark and l i e down next t o me and come on command, even i f I 
co u l d do t h a t , at some po i n t her nature i s going t o d i c t a t e her 
behavior. I can't have her running around the house. For one, 
she's n o c t u r n a l . She's not l i k e a dog who sleeps when the people 
of the house sl e e p . Amy sleeps when we're awake. Then when we 
go t o bed she's up. Going through her cage, making a l l k i n d of 
noi s e . The p o i n t I am making i s that even i f I could do that and 
t r i e d t o do t h a t she wouldn't be happy because she's a r a t . 
Renamed a hampster. And the po i n t i s that when we operate i n who 
we are c r e a t e d t o be and what we are created t o be we w i l l have 
f u l f i l l m e n t . We w i l l have s a t i s f a c t i o n . A s u c c e s s f u l l i v i n g 
doesn't n e c e s s a r i l y d e f i n e a s u c c e s s f u l l i f e . 
As I t h i n k about the nature of who we are, God g i v e s us the 
a b i l i t y t o reason, t o t h i n k , to expreess love and so f o r t h , i n 
a d d i t i o n t o g i f t s and a b i l i t i e s that are d i f f e r e n t f o r a l l of us. 
But the core of who we our has to deal w i t h v a l u e s . So o f t e n 
times we can spend hours developing a career p l a n , a business 
p l a n , and not given any p l a n t o developing t h a t i n n e r man or 
woman. Because i t takes time and energy. And you have t o ask 
y o u r s e l f some hard questions. 
But I j u s t want to l i s t some values b r i e f l y f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n . I 
read a book c a l l e d "What Makes the Great, Great" by Dennis Kimbro 
and he l i s t s a study of the most commonly h e l d values i n our 
s o c i e t y . Achievement, appearance, compassion, courage, 
c r e a t i v i t y , which i s on great d i s p l a y here, f a i t h , h e a l t h , 
honesty, j u s t i c e , knowlege, l o y a l t y , m o r a l i t y , p l e a s u r e , power, 
r e c o g n i t i o n , r e l a t i o n s h i p s , r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e , 
wealth, wisdom and work. I'm good at making l i s t s . The 
d i f f i c u l t p a r t when you I t a l k about values and what you're going 
to anchor your l i f e on, i s that not only do you need a l i s t but 
you have t o i n t e r n a l i z e and p r i o r i t i z e those v a l u e s . And t h a t ' s 
the c h a l l e n g e that I want t o l a y before a l l of us. To t h i n k 
about not o n l y what we're going; t o do but who and what are we 
going t o be i n terms of personal growth and perso n a l development 
and impacting others f o r good. 
I c l o s e w i t h t h i s as a former a t h l e t e at every l e v e l , h i g h 
s c h o o l , c o l l e g e and pro, and even now as a commentator. I 
understand how deeply imbedded the performance and doing 
m e n t a l i t y i s . We a l l i n some form or f a s h i o n are judged by 
performance. And that won't change. That's r e a l i t y . And i t 
probably won't change any time soon. 
But as you s t r i v e t o do w e l l , c e r t a i n l y g i v e at l e a s t as much 
a t t e n t i o n , i f not more, t o being w e l l . A l i f e anchored i n 
enduring v a l u e s c e r t a i n l y w i l l outshine any temporal performance. 
